Anglmg for ormie outdoor
farity fun this summer?
We've got a line on Can-
ada’s top fishing h"e es

equipment essentlal
and the scoop on how

helping conservation
groups keep tabs on the health
of Canada’s lakes and rivers.

By Kylie-Jane Degeling

the rest of their lives!
caught up with a dad who appreciates fish
vironment so much, he has dedicated his life to
. Chras Bunt is the founder of Biotactic Fish and
‘ -biotactic.com ), an internationally-
active environmy onsulting firm focused on fisheries
conservation, ﬁs:;h% nd dguatic wildlife habitat protection,
and natural habitat restofation. Within seconds of talking
to Chris, his enghusiasm for aquatic conservation and

fishing is obvious.This is a father who proudly remembers




the initial thrill of catching his first fish and wants to watch

his own sons (four-year-old Jacob and one-year-old Sam)
experience the same exhilaration. Chris gained both his
Masters and PhD in studies relating to fish, and has
numerous research papers published and cited throughout
the world. But his extensive qualifications aside, he’s a dad
who loves to grab a rod and reel, and immerse his kids in
the wonders of the aquatic environment.

Fishing for information

Unlike many scientists, Chris doesn’t conduct his research
projects in a lab. Instead, his take place outdoors and often
involve children and families! “Some of our research has
involved having kids catch and tag fish—we have had kids

help us track movements of all sorts of species of fishes since

2001. Family Fishing Week is when we kick it off each year.

We tag fish and have children release them on different ends
of barriers for fish migration. Later, we have the children
recapture the fish that they put tags on so that we can see
where they've moved to, and the kids capture this dara. The
children are around five, six and seven years old and their

eyes light up with excitement.”

Why fish?

Tracey Neufeld of Edmonton, mom of a self-proclaimed

“fishing family,” says, “It gets the
kids out of the house and away
from the electronics. It teaches
them about responsibility (rules/
regulations, environmental issues,

fishing).”  But
importantly, Tracey says, they fish

ethical most
because it’s fun! Summer or winter,
they're wherever the fish are biting.

“We'll either go just the four of
us or with other families and it is
always a blast!”

The environmental issues that
Tracey mentions are close to Chris’s
heart. “I think the awareness that
is generated for the children about

the
particularly the impact that we

environment is priceless,

have on the environment as

humans. Jacob is a four-year-old
environmental activist already—he loves sharks. He is very
upset about what some people are doing regarding unlimired
exploitation of marine resources, and is constantly asking
me “What are we going to do?’ This is one of those things
where a father, mom, son out fishing together can talk about
ecology and the interaction of the organisms and their
environments. How they shape the world that we're in. How
we can respect and be responsible for the environment. A
family fishing adventure can do so much to mould a child’s
brain about the world.”

Fishing for equipment

“Many lures are designed to catch fishermen, not fish!” says

Chris. Fish don't read the price tag before deciding whether

to bite, so try these economical options before considering

expensive tackle.

1. A stick. “Seriously—a line attached to a stick can work!”
says Chris. “I used one to catch minnows by the house
when I was a kid.”

2. Spincasting reel. “It has a lictle button on the back and
is simple for kids to use, as it doesn’t tangle.” This reel
can be attached to most rods of your choice.

3. Sharp hooks. “Keep the hook sharp. Once I started using
a hook sharpener, it really increased my success!”

4. A good line. “If the fish see the line, they’re not going to bite!”
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