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WELLAND®

to the help of a few hun-

dred anglers who cast their lines

' into the Welland River, Saturday,

about 200 fish are now wearing tags
near their dorsal fins.

And those tags will help the Niagara:

. Peninsula Conservation Authority
keep track of the channel catfish, bass,

perch, and sheephead caught onM Mer- |

ritt Island for years to come,

Jocelyn Baker, the Niagara Peninsu-

la Conservation Authonty’s watershed

restoration coordinator, said kldqnﬁmff

the pro
Weeken
they were asking for the public’s assis-
tance.

§ram during Famlly Fis

community to come out and help ‘us

tag some fish so we could follow their"

movements through a  catch and
release program,” Baker said. :

By the end of the season, they hope
to have tagged 2,000 fish in- different
parts of the Welland River.

But that's really only the beginning
of the program.

Baker said they’re askmaﬁpeople who
catch a tagged fish to call the NPCA
office and report the length of the fish,
the identification number on the tag,
and where they caught the fish.

They're also asking anglers for their
names and telephone numbers so they
can reward thern for their participation
in the tag and release program.

“At the end of the year we're going
to keep track and the top three people
that call in the most times will - get
{wrobably a $100 gift certificate for a

cal business.’

And everyone who calls in after
catching a tagged fish will receive a
fridge magnet or a pin.

hris Bunt from Biotactic Fish and
wildlife, a Kitchener-based consultant
hired by the NPCA to conduct the
study, said re 1}‘)01"(5 they receive about ta
tagged fish will allow researchers to'
determme how well fish can navigate
through the many obstacles w1thm the
Welland river.

seemed hke a “nice fit” smce‘

“We thought we would involve the/

Chris Bunt from Biotactic measures and tags fish caught in the‘WeIIand River Satur- »
day to Kick off the Niagara Peninsufa Conservatiai Autho.-.'ty tag and rdcasp pm-
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“And if people. report the len
back to.us, vpire cpa.n alsg get mforma%l%lxsl
on growth rates.’ :

He said it will also-allow them to
determine how much food the fish
have, “whether they're finding a suit-
able habltat and we'll be looking at
survival as well!.

Baker stressed the importance of the

program.

”A ot 0 eople roll their eyes and
say, ‘Oh, you re tagging fish and follow-

ing them around,” but there sa 51§mf -
cant population of people that rely on

\
.,,u AET

local ﬁshenes 10’ _put; f ood ;on" their |
table,” she' said."“We ‘can't; appreciate'
that because we know' Where our, next |
meal’s coming from!": o ¥
But one underl
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the study is to e habitat
the ﬁsthhgelivin missufﬁdenm t to sus-

tain opulation,: :
help ensurepth’ht P;o;fe vgho%nﬂe‘gé t}wxg% i

fish to feed their
have them, ',

“We're always' look
ways to get'a’ bettef unde

what's going on } {w?



