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opening, to the sparkling waters of
Lake Opinicon near Chaffeys Lock.
Dave Philipp rounds the point of a
small island, nestles his boat into the
shoreline and peers into the water.
Philipp is looking for a male small-
mouth bass that should still be protect-
ing its recently hatched fry. :

“He’s a smart one,” Philipp says ad-
miringly. “He's got two escape routes
under that rock.”

There are no other boats in sight on
the lake. If he wanted to, Philipp could
easily catch himself a tasty bass dinner.
In fact, he sometimes fishes bass out of
season - with a special permit for re-

ctuary

search purposes. Today, the University
of Illinois fish biologist is looking for
the numbered tag that identifies the
nest as part of his ongoing bass study:

Philipp’s knowledge of the bass he
monitors in several eastern Ontario
lakes and rivers is surprisingly inti-
mate, but that’s to be expected. Most
days, from when he first arrives at the
Queen’s University Biological Station
in May, Philipp literally dives into his
work, donning a wetsuit, fins, mask
and snorkel. Joined in the water by
his wife, Julie Claussen, they method-
ically check nests along the shore-
lines.

On Opinicon, they have identified
dozens of nesting sites around four
small islands. Each site is plotted on a
map, then regularly checked to note
when the eggs are laid, when they
hatch, how often the parent fish has
been hooked and taken away from the
nest and whether the nest has been
abandoned.

Philipp is a fisheries biologist with
the Illinois Natural History Survey
and a professor at the University of
I1linois at Champaign, and his work
also ties into the state’s Department of
Natural Resources. The lakes and
rivers of Illinois are too murky to con-
duct field tests, so Philipp conducts
his research at the Queen’s biology
station and takes his data back to Illi-
nois where the science can be applied.
Some of the work on land is as excit-
ing as the underwater work.
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